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Cauri tuksnesim uz dzivibu

“Tas vinus izveda, daridams brinumus un zimes Egipte, Sarkanaja jiira un tuksnesi
Cetrdesmit gadus.” (Ap.d.7:36)

Ir dazi skaitli, kas Bibel€ burtiski atkartojas, un tu sac domat, kas ir So skaitlu nozime. Kas ir tas
bitiskais nepateiktais, bet nojausamais simbols. Viens no tadiem skaitliem Bibel@ ir 40. Ta lietus
I1st 40 dienas un naktis Noa dienas, parpludinot zemi. Ta Mozus Sinaja kalna pavada 40 dienas,
sanemot baus|u atklasmi. Ta izra€liesi pavada tuksnest 40 gadus, pilnigi pazudusi un iestrégusi
cela uz Apsolito zemi. Ta Jézus pavadija 40 dienas un naktis tuksnesi, piedzivojot ieksgjo cinu ar
tris saviem lielakajiem iek$€jiem kardinajumiem par maizi (naudu), varu un vieglumu (&rtibam).
Un ta katru gadu — 40 dienas — arT m&s ieejam CieSanu laika. ArTt mums tiek piedavats izdzivot,
izstaigat So 40 dienu gajumu.

Judaisma ir Talmids - gramata, kas satur rabinu komentarus par ebreju religiskajiem likumiem,
tiku, parazam un veésturi. Un Talmuda ir interesanti skaidrots cipars 40. Vinuprat, paiet 40
dienas, pirms mates miesas izveidojas pilnigi attistijies embrijs. Art cilvéks 40 gadu vecuma
pariet no vienas gudribas ITmena nakamaja. M@s gan to reiz€m smejoties saucam par pusmiiza
krizi vai sakam arT pretgjo, ka dzive tikai sakas pec 40. Ka nu kuram. Bet butiba, cilveks
sasniedz tadu dzives posmu, kad sp€j saprast dzilak, redzet vairak, sajust patiesak, dzivot
autentiskak. Cilveéks beidzot ir sevi atradis vai vismaz sajutis, ka dziveé ir vel kaut kas butiskaks,
nozimigaks, neka Iidz Sim spéts redzet.

Kad Mozus savu tautu 40 gadus bija vadajis pa tuksnesi, vin$ saka, “Lidz Sai dienai Tas Kungs
jums nav devis sirdi, ka jus saprastu, acis, ka jiis redz&tu, un ausis, ka jus dzirdetu. Es jums esmu
licis ¢etrdesmit gadus staigat pa tuksnesi”(5.Mozus 29:4-5). Tik ilgam laikam japaiet, lai cilveks
kaut ko buitu sevi sapratis, analizgjis, sevi ieskatijies, piedzivojis. Biitu gatavs novertét, kur Dievs
vinu aicina un ved. leiet dziviba, Apsolitaja zemé, ar jaunu sirdi, ar jaunu pieeju un sapratni,
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nenemot I1idzi vecas attieksmes un samezglotos dzives musturus.

P&c bitibas — cipars 40 nozZimé parmainas vai transformaciju. AtjaunoSanas konceptu. Jaunu
sakumu. Bet viss jau nav tik vienkar$i. M@s nerunajam par linearu laiku, nomeéritu gados vai uz
mérlentas. Tas vairak ir dveseles laiks, iek$€jas pieaugsSanas un darbam ar sevi laiks. Katram no
mums tas notiek citadakos laikos un tempos. 40 dienas nav par izturéSanu kada barga tuksnest
vail problému jiira vai gaveéni un sevis lausana. Tas ir vairak par garigo piedzivojumu, par
tapSanu, par pieaugSanu. Laut sev piedzivot un redz€t, ko es macos sava tuksnesa laika. Ko es
macos laika, kas ir neérts, sapigs, mokoss, kuram reiz€m neredzam galu. Ko es vél macos sava
laika uz Lieldienam.

Gariga augSana vienmer ir izaicinajumiem pilna. Neklup tikai tas, kas stav uz vietas. Tas, kas
sper soli, var arf paklupt un var ari nonakt tuksnesi. Tadé] mums ikvienam tuksnesis ir labi
zinams, ja esam godigi. Tuksnesis ir tads musu dzives gadalaiks vai posms, kuru més apziméetu
ka sausu, sarezgitu, sapigu, vientulibas pilnu, tukSuma pilnu, ripju un gratibu pilnu. Tas ir laiks,
kad més varbiit jutamies pazudusi. Apstaklu sagiistiti. Un kad ir ta sajiita, ka tas periods ir kaut
ka iestidzis, ka tas turpinas un nebeidzas.

Tas varétu but darbs un darba apstakli un slodze, ko ta no mums prasa. Miisu tuksnesis varétu
but ilgstosa, mokosa slimiba, bezspeks, misu riipes par miloto, smagi slimo vai mirstoso cilvéku.
Tuksnesis varetu bt laiks pec kada mums darga cilvéka aizieSanas miiziba, tuksnesis varétu biit
sarezgitas attiecibas un ilgstoSas problémas. Vai tuksnesis varétu bt laiks, kad més pasi ar sevi
netickam gala. Ar savam izjiitam, savam domam, bailém. Ar savu vietu $aja pasaulg.

Tuksnesis médz iestaties gan miisu dzives, arT draudzes dzive. Tas var piemeklét miis, un més
paliekam tur uz dienam, uz ménesiem, reizém pat uz gadiem vai miizu, ja neviens nepalidz no ta
iziet. Ne velti tuksnest neviens nedevas vienatn€. Tuksnest devas karavanas. Kad viens pagurst,
tad otrs dod nodzerties. Kad viens pazaudg celu, otrs ir pietieckami stiprs, lai paraditu virzienu.
Kad viens iestrégst, pargjie nevis atstaj, bet palidz, lai turpinatu celu kopa. Ta tam vajadz&tu bit.
Tikai ta var nonakt Iidz Apsolitajai zemei.

Mums ir 40 dienas 11dz Lieldienam. Labs laiks, lai piedzivotu kadas iek§€jas parmainas, kadu
pagriezienu, pamanitu sevi kadu iek$€jo speku, vai arT kaut ko nevajadzigu no sevis atlaistu,
atbrivotu sevi. Pamanitu, kur esmu iestrédzis, apstajies. Art ka draudzei mums ir vajadzigas §is
40 dienas, ieskatiSanas sevi, lai starp mums dzimst kaut kas jauns, ilgots, gaidits, lugts.

Lai mums katram celS no tuksnesa iet uz dzivibu. No griituma lidz Lieldienu priekam. No
parbaudijumiem lidz speékam. No klupSanas Iidz staigasanai drosi. No apstasanas Iidz patiesai
kalpoSanai. No “tas tikai man” lidz “tas mums visiem”. No nezinas lidz pilnigai sp&jai uzticéties
Dievam ar visu savu dzivi, ar katru savu elpu.

Lai mums visiem svétigs miisu 40 dienu cel$ 11dz Lieldienam!

Milestiba,
mac. Aija



MUZIBA AIZVADITIE
Vienu es izluidzos no Ta Kunga, péec ka es karoju: ka es varu palikt Ta Kunga
namd visu savu miizu, skatit Ta Kunga jaukumu un pieligt Vinu Vina svetaja
vieta. (Ps.27:4)

SPIDOLA KAJAKS dzim. MeZséta
1925.gads 13.jalijs - 2017.gada 15. novembris

JANIS MALDUPS
1939.gada 23.0ktobris-2017.gada 30.novembris

EDITE ZIRNITE FRANKLINA
1935.gada 13.jilijs — 2017.gada 6.decembris

MAIJA ZIEMELE dzim. Grinberga
1935.gada 20.maijs — 2017.gada 13.decembris

ALMA ELKSNIS dzim. Gulbis
1922.gada 12.oktobris - 2018.gada 2.janvaris

DRAUDZE IESTAJIES:
Janis Aleksandrs Kukainis
Garezera Padomes priekSsédis. Dzivo Sinsinati, OH

MACITAJAS ZINOJUMI

- Pavadits gada aiznemtakais laiks, kur man jums visiem jasaka milzigs paldies. Kopa
esam var€jusi sniegt svetkus sev un citiem. Milzigs paldies Damu komitejas priekSniecei
Maritei Grinbergai, paldies Dianai Karklinai par senioru pusdienu organizéSanu. Paldies
dr. priek$niecei Dacei Copeland un Maritei Strautinai, ar kuru atbalstu un darbu varg€jam,
manuprat, sagatavot miisu draudzes senioriem (80+) skaistas Ziemassvetku davaninas.
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Paldies Viestartam Aistaram, ka vargjam Ziemassveétku sveiciena un ligSanu gramatinas
izmantot vina gleznu kopijas.

1. un 2. decembrT biju Niorleana, lai piedalitos starptautiski atzita, teéva Ricarda Rora
vaditaja darbnica, “workshop”, kur galvenais uzsvars bija uz Trisvienibu — par
attiecibam. Paldies valdei un draudzei par $So iesp&ju, ka vargju divas dienas pavadit
sistematiskas un loti aizraujosas diskusijas un lekcijas. Par iegiito un dzirdéto lekcijas
runasim kada no “Akas” nodarbibam un ar1 véletos padalities ar draudzes locekliem kada
no kafijas sadraudzibas stundam.

LagSanas grupas “Akas” nodarbibas saksim darbu ar Enneagrammu, loti senu savas
personibas iepaziSanas metodi. Pati ar So esmu stradajusi kops 2009. gada, kad ar to tiku
iepazistinata CPE (clinical pastoral education) nodarbibas Bronson slimnica. Pirma
reize, kad saksim stradat ar Enneagrammu, bus 9.marta. Liidzu, pievienojieties misu
grupai, ja jums ir interese.

Pateicoties Mike Hansen un vina neatlaidibai, ir izveidots kanals Latvian Evangelical
Lutheran United Church Kalamazoo LELUC, kur ir pieejami miisu draudzes
dievkalpojumu video. Ja jiis interneta vai sava viedaja talruni ieejat majas lapa
www.vimeo.com un meklétaja ievadat LELUC vai ‘Kalamazoo latvians’, jums dos
vairakus video, kurus jiis varat noskatities un tada veida bit klatesosi tam, kas pie mums

notiek. Jus ar So informaciju varat padalities ar citiem, kam, jusuprat, biitu interese
kadreiz noskatities masu dievkalpojumu video ierakstus.

Paldies tiem, kas apciemojat, apzvanat, stiprinat slimos, ar1 sérojoSos. Decembra ménesa
laika miiZziba pavadijam tik daudzus. Jus pasi no savas pieredzes zinat, ka séras nebeidzas
ar beru dievkalpojumu. Tas turpinas ilgi, dazadas izpausmes un pieklauvé pie durvim
dazados veidos. Atbalstisim tos, kas zaud€jusi tuviniekus nesena pagatné, uzaicinasim uz
pusdienam, vai vienkarsi ar patiesu telefona zvanu apjautasimies, ka viniem iet un vai
varam kadi palidzet.

No 4.11dz 6. maijam miisu iesvétamie jauniesi piedalisies LELBA draudzu rikotaja
Iesvétamo jaunieSu saieta, kas notiks Garezera. To vadis macitajs Dags Demandts ar
paligiem. Man prieks, ka no miisu 6 iesvétamajiem jaunieSiem $aja saieta vares
piedalities 5 jauniesi. lesvétibas miisu jaunieSiem biis maija ped¢ja svetdiena, 27. maija.
Lidzu nemiet vera, ka taja svétdiena péc iesvétamo vecaku liiguma iesvétibu
dievkalpojums biis pulksten 11.00.

We have very successfully completed the busiest time of year for which | would like to
give a special thank you to all. Working together, we were able to give and receive a
beautiful holiday. A thank you to Marite Grinbergs, President of the Ladies Auxilliary,
and a special thank you to Diana Karklins for organizing a wonderful senior lunch.
Thank you to our prezident of our congregation Dace Copeland and to Marite Strautins
who helped organize and gift seniors 80+ years old. A special thank you to Viestarts


http://www.vimeo.com/�

Aistarts who shared copies of his artwork to use in the prayer pamphlets that were part
of the gifts.

| attended a workshop led by internationally acclaimed christian leader Richard Rohr on
December 1st and 2nd. The workshop’s major emphasis was on the Trinity and
relationships. Thank you to the church board and congregation for this opportunity to
spend two days involved in such exciting, educational lectures and discussions. | will
share the information during one of our Prayer Group ,,Aka’” (The Well) meetings as
well as during one of our fellowship coffee hours after church services.

Our Prayer Group ,,Aka’ (The Well) will begin working with Enneagrams, a very
ancient spiritual personality diagnostic method. | have worked with Enneagrams since
2009 when | attened the CPE (Clinical Pastoral Education) classes at Bronson Hospital.
On March 9th we will begin working with Enneagrams. Please join our group if you are
interested.

A special thank you to Mike Hansen for his diligence in recording church services. There
is now a channel on Vimeo dedicated to the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran United
Church Kalamazoo LELUC, on which you can see our services. Please go to
www.vimeo.com and search or LELUC or Kalamazoo Latvians. Please watch the videos
and share with others.

Thank you to all who visit, call and help to strengthen those who are ill or grieving. We
had so many funerals during December. Grieving doesn’t end at a funeral service, it
lasts for a long time and shows up in various ways. Let’s help to support those who have
lost loved ones by inviting them to lunch, or by calling and asking how they are doing
and what we can do to help.

Our confirmation youth will attend the LELBA organized Confirmation group retreat at
Garezers from May 4-6, 2018. Pastor Dag Demandts and his assistants will lead the
retreat. |1 am pleased that 5 of our 6 confirmants will attend this gathering. Our
confirmation service will be May 27,2018. Please note, that per the request of our
confirmation group’s parents, the service will start at 11:00am.

Lieldienu ziedojumu akcija. Jau vairakus gadus Lieldienu laika aicinam draudzes loceklus ar

seviSku velti atbalstit miisu pasu draudzes darbu, un Sogad $o tradiciju turpinam. Apkartraksta
beigas ir pievienota ziedojumu veidlapa, kuru lidzam nogriezt un nositit pievienotaja aploksné.

Easter fund raiser. For many years around Easter time we ask our congregation members to

support with donations our own congregation’s work and this year we are continuing this
tradition. At the end of this newsletter is a fund raiser sheet which we ask you to cut off and
return with your donation in the enclosed envelope.
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10.

11.

Draudzes valdes priekSsédes zinojums

Ka iepriekseja apkartraksta zinots, pieteicam Amerikas latviesu apvienibai kandidatu
Atzinibas rakstam. ALA to pieSkira un Atzinibas rakstu pasniedzam viena sadraudzibas
stunda Rutai MezZsétai par vinas ilggadigo darbu, sagatavojot draudzes apkartrakstus.
Milzigs liels paldies Ritai, ka vina So darbu arvien turpina darft.

Sanemta pateiciba no Ilzes un Jerry Shear un vinu gimen&m par skaistajiem ziediem un
sirsnigo draudzibu izvadot délu Mikeli Shear.

Pateiciba sanemta no mac. Roberta Franklina par ziediem un milajiem vardiem izvadot
sievu Editi.

Paldies mac. Aijai un vinas paligiem (Robertam Kengim, Maritei Strautinai un Dainai
Lizenbergai) par ,,Martins Luters ielidz” Reformacijas 500 gada dienas atceres sarikojuma
sagatavoSanu. Luga bija lieliska un atjautiga. Spéle lika mums domat. Paldies art Maritei un
Ugim Grinbergam un Arnim Kengim, kas cepa desas, varija kapostus un gadaja par citiem
gardumiem.

Paldies Kalamazii latvieSu skolas bérniem, kas ar prieku nodziedaja dziesminu 5.
novembra dievkalpojuma.

Paldies Herbertam Eversam un Nakotnes planoSanas komisijas locekliem par parrunam,
kas notika 12. novembrT p&c zupas pusdienam. Nakotnes planosanas komisija dos savu
zinojumu draudzes pilnsapulce 25. februari.

Mike Hansen ir turpinajis savu darbu ieskanojot miisu dievkalpojumus un péc tam
uzliekot tos uz Vimeo kanala. Paldies vinam par to. Vins art izseko, cik biezi dievkalpojumi
ir atsp€léti. Svétvakara dievkalpojumu noskatijas 183, Vecgada vakara dievkalpojumu
noskatijas 50 un 6. janvara dievkalpojumu noskatijas 34. Sadarbiba ar miisu kasieriem, Mike
ir uzlicis uz Vimeo lapas iesp€ju ziedot miisu draudzei caur PayPal. Paldies Mike’am un
miisu kasieriem Uldim un Dzintaram Abulam par izkartoSanu.

Sirsnigi pateicos valdei par sveicieniem Ziemassvétkos un dasno davanu.

Paldies visiem, kas sekmgja darbu Ziemassvetku tirdzinam, Senioru pusdienam un
Kalamazi latvieSu skolas/Draudzes Ziemassvétku eglitei. Tie visi bija loti skaisti svétku
laika sartkojumi.

Paldies Ugim un Maritei Grinbergiem par skaistas egles davinasanu, kas izgreznoja misu
dievnamu, ka arT Ugim, Arnim Kengim un Viktoram Krievam par eglites uzstadisanu.
Paldies ar1 par eglites novakSanu.

Amerikas latvieSu apvieniba sastav 33 misu draudzes locekli, starp tiem 1 dzintara
biedrs, 5 zelta miiza biedri, 23 miiza biedri un 4 gada biedri. Atbalstisim Amerikas latviesu
apvienibu, klustot par tas biedru vai paaugstinot jiisu biedru pakapi. Tuvaku informaciju
variet ieglit no manis.



12.

25. notiks draudzes pilnsapulce péc dievkalpojuma baznicas lejas telpas. Bis ¢il1
pusdienas, ko gatavo draudzes Damu komiteja. lenakums paredzets labdaribas darbam
Latvija. Darba kartiba, ka ari péd¢jas pilnsapulces protokols, 2017. gada budZeta izpilde un
proponétais 2018. gada budzets tika izsutits visiem draudzes locekliem pa parasto pastu.
Liidzu atbalstiet draudzes darbu un piedalieties pilnsapulcg! Jusu ieskati ir vajadzigi
turpmakam draudzes darbam.

Visu to labako vélot,

Dace Copeland
Valdes priekSsede

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Board Chair’s Report

In the previous bulletin, I mentioned that we asked the American Latvian Association to
issue a recognition award to one of our congregration members. The award was issued and
was presented to Riita MeZséts for her longstanding work producing the church bulletin. A
huge thank you to Riita for her continued commitment to this work.

Recieved a thank you from llze and Jerry Shear and their family for the beautiful flowers
and sincere word of condolence at the funeral for their son, Mikelis.

Recieved a thank you from Rev. Roberts Franklins for the wonderful flowers and kind
words of condolence at the funder for his wife, Edite.

Thank you to rev. Aija and her helpers (Roberts Kengis, Marite Strautins and Diana
Lizenbergs) for the program to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, called
»-Martin Luther invites you...”. The play was informative and hilarious. The game was
challenging. Thank you also to Ugis and Marite Grinbergs and Arnis Kengis for cooking and
serving sausages and sour kraut and desserts.

Thank you to the Kalamazoo Latvian school children, who happily sang a song for the
congregation at the November 5 service.

Thank you to Herberts Everss and the Future Planning Committee for speaking with
congregation members at the November 12 fellowship. The committee will give their report
at the general meeting scheduled for February 25.

Mike Hansen has continued his work filming our services every Sunday and then
uploading them to the Vimeo website. Thanks to Mike for doing that. He also tracks how
often our services are viewed by others throughout the world. The Christmas Eve service was
viewed 183 times, New Year’s Eve service 50 times and the January 6 service 34 times. In
conjunction with our treasurers, Mike has set up a PayPal account where those people who
view the services can donate to the church if they wish. Thank you to Mike, Uldis Smidchens
and Dzintars Abuls for making this happen.



20.  Asincere thank you from me for the kind words and generous gift from the Board at
Christmas.

21.  Thank you to everyone who worked diligently and gave their time to make the many
activities in December (Christmas Bazaar, Senior lunch and the Kalamazoo Latvian
School/Congregation Christmas program) such a success. They were each wonderful
activities leading up to Christmas.

22.  Thank you to Ugis and Marite Grinbergs for again donating a beautiful evergreen from
their property, which decorated our sanctuary during the Advent season and beyond. Thanks
to Ugis, Arnis Kengis and Viktors Krievs for erecting the tree and for all who helped take it
down.

23.  Thirty three congregation members are members of the American Latvian Association at
various levels: 1 Amber Lifetime member, 5 Gold Lifetime members, 23 Lifetime members
and 4 Annual members. Please support the American Latvian Association by becoming a
member or uping the level of your membership. You may receive more information about
becoming a member from me.

24.  The General meeting of the congregation will take place on February 25 after service in
the church’s fellowship hall. There will be a chili lunch prepared by the Women’s Auxiliary.
Proceeds from the lunch will be used to support work in Latvia. The agenda for the meeting
as well as last year’s meeting minutes and the 2017 budget overview and 2018 proposed
budget have been sent to congregation members via U.S. postal. Please support the
congregation by attending the General meeting and expressing your views about the future of
the congregation.

Wishing you all the very best,

Dace Copeland
Board Chair

DAMU KOMITEJAS ZINOJUMS
Ziemsvetku tirdzing, KLB izrkojuma, izdevas superigilieliski. Mésienemém $4,172.00
I Milzigi liels paldies visiem kas naca talka ar piparkUku un pirdgu cepsanu, ka an
tam damam kuras séja Janu sieru, cepa maizi, tortes, dzeltenmaizi un plates maizi.
Itseviskil liels paldies Dianai Ponei, Métrai Krautmanei un Vilimai Bolsteinei, ar
palidzém kuras straddja pie Damu Komitejas cepuma galdiem. Paldies arn Valdai
Karlsonai par ziedojumu.

The Christmas bazaar, organized by KLA, was a huge success. We had sales of
$4,172.00!" Many thanks to everyone who helped with baking of piparkukas and
piragi, as well as those that prepared “janu siers”, baked bread, cakes,
yellowbread and sheet cakes. Special thanks to Diana Pone, Metra Krautmanis
and Vilma Bolsteins, with helpers, who worked the tables with our baked goods.
Thanks to Valda Karlsons for her donation.




Pateiciba Laurai Smidchenei, kura atkal uznémas koordinét un izkartot Engelu
koka” projektu. Sis labvélgais projekts sagaddja lielu prieku lokdlam tricigo
gimenu bémiem. Paldies visiem devigiem ziedotdjiem un atbalstitgjiem !

Our thanks to Laura Smidchens who again took on the task of coordinating the
“Angel Tree” project. This charitable project brought great joy to children of local
families in need. Thanks to all the generous donators and supporters.

10. decembri notika kopigad Ziemsvetku eglite ar KalamazU latvieSu skolu.
MUsu mac. Aija ar skolas bérnu vecakiem sagatavoja loti pafikamu programmu un
ar bérnu piedalisanos tieSam mums visiem ieskanoja Ziemsvetku garu ! Bija €sana,
smieSands, dzieddsana un pat ziemsvétku vecittis | Paldies visiem kas palidzeja,
atbalstija un izbaudija. Paldies bernu vecakiem kuri sagatavoja edienu galdu !
Together with the Kalamazoo Latvian School, we held our Christmas “eglite” on
Dec 10. Our pastor Aija and the children’s parents prepared a very enjoyable
program and with the contributions of the children, we all were filled with the
Christmas spirit.! We enjoyed food, lots of laughter, singing, and even a visit from
Santa Claus! Thanks to everyone who helped, supported and participated.
Special thanks to the parents who prepared the meal !

14. decembri mUsu draudzes seniori, koplbd un draudzibd, izbaudija skaistu
pecpusdienu ieskangjot svétku laiku ar pusdiendm un programmu. Sirsnigs paldies
Dianai Karklinai kura atkal sagatavoja un koordinéja So skaisto draudzes tradiciju-
godinat un pateikties musu senioru locekliem. Pateiciba ar Dianai K. par telpu
izdekorésanu ziemsvétku gara. Paldies mac. Ajjai ar palidzém un Sandrai Ozolinai
par skaisto, interesanto un pafikamo programmu. Paldies arm maniem virtuves
paligiem — itseviski Arnim Kengim.

On December 14 our senior members, in atmosphere of friendship and
togetherness, enjoyed a beautiful afternoon of Christmas spirit with dinner and
entertainment. Sincere thanks to Diana Karklins who again prepared and
coordinated this wonderful tradition - honoring and thanking our senior
congregation members. We also thank Diana for decorating our hall in the
Christmas theme. We thank pastor Aija and her helpers and Sandra Ozolins for a
wonderful, interesting and enjoyable program. | also want to thank my kitchen
helpers — especially Arnis Kengis.

Ziemsvétku sveicienu un pateicibas kartinas ar ziedojumiem sanemtas no Aijas
Kengis, Airas Lielzuika, Dr. Janis Pone un A. un R. MeZzsétiem. Paldies !

We have received thank you and Christmas greeting cards with donations from
Aija Kengis, Aira Lielzuika, Dr. Janis Pone and A. & R. Mezsets. Thank you !!

Sanemam pateicibu no “Loaves & Fishes” par mUsu decembra un janvara partikas
un finansidliem ziedojumiem. Paldies visiem kas atbalsta So labvélu akciju ar
ziedojumiem. Liels paldies Tom Copeland par partikas nogadi.

We received thankyou”s from Loaves & Fishes for our December and January
food and financial donations. Thanks to all who support this charitable cause.
Thanks to Tom Copeland for delivering our donations.



Sanémam sirsnigu pateicibu no Ciravas draudzes Latvijd par muosu $775.-
ziedojumu. Rudide Losana atsufija bildites un pastastija kd muosu ziedojums
palidzéja iepriecindt ziemsvetku svinibas kadiem 31 berniem, un ka atlikusa nauda
tiks lietota svétdienas skolas vajadzibadm. Mums jacensas arl turpmak atbalsfit so
loti vértigo labvélu akciju.

We received a sincere thank you from Ciravas congregation in Latvia for our
donation of $775.00. Rudite Losans sent some pictures and described how our
donation helped bring joy to a worthwhile charitable project.

Paldies Maritei Strautinai un Lienei Ravai par janvara $140.- ziedojumu no “’Latvian
Cooking Class”" dalibniekiem.

Thanks to Marite Strautins and Liene Rava for January’s donation of $140.- from
the “Latvian Cooking Class” participants.

Paldies Sallijai Smits par dievgalda sedzinu fifisanu un altara ziedu koordinésanu.
Thanks to Sallija Smits for cleaning the altar’s Holy Sacrament covering cloths
and for coordinating and making sure there are altar flowers each service.

Paldies Maritei Strauting par ik svétdienas altara segu kartosanu un par apsveikumu
kartinu raksfisanu.

Thanks to Marite Strautins for preparing the altar with the proper covering each
Sunday

Jauns gads ir sacies un Shelley Kengdis ir atkal uznémusies koordinét masu kafijas un
sadraudzibas stundu. MilS paldies vinai. Loti ceru uz turpmako atsaucibu izpalidzet
ar so loti vélamo un verfigo draudzes aktivitati, ar pieteikSanos sagatavot uzkodes.
Mums visiem paftik uzkaveéeties pie kafijas, uzkodem un paciemoties draudziba !

The new year is here and Shelley Kengis has once again taken on the task of
coordinating our coffee and fellowship hour. | hope for our continued support
and assistance with this very desirable and worthwhile congregation activity, by
signing up to provide the snacks on any given Sunday. We all enjoy spending a
little time with coffee, snacks and friendly fellowship discussions.

Velos ar pateikt lielu un sirsnigu pateicibu mac. Aijai un Dacei Copeland ne tik par
labo sastradasanos, bet ar par vinu padominiem un atbalstu.

| would like to express my very sincere thank you to pastor Aija Graham and
Dace Copeland not only for our good working relationship but also for their friendly
advice and demonstrated support.

2018. g. ziemas posmas aktivitates:
25. februarn : Cilli pusdienas (draudzes pilnsapulce ) Chilli lunch (member
annual meeting)

11.marta:  Damu komitejas pilnsapulce Ladies Aux. Annual meeting
25. marta:  PankUku pusdienas Pancake luncheon
1. apnlr : Lieldienu brokastis ( grozinu veidd)  Easter breakfast (bring a
dish style)

Marnte Grinbergs
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/7 &\ // Ladzu atceraties athest ZIEDUS, ar ko

( | \\\ izgreznot altaru kadu svetdienu! Atzimejat
kadu datumu kalendari jau Sodien! Ziedus varat
( nodot dezirejoSam pérminderim pusstundu pirms
——" dievkalpojuma.

A P ber that we depend
E ease remember that we depend on our
&\\\/Z congregation members to bring FLOWERS to
( (( \\\ decorate the altar for each Sunday service. Please
mark a date on your calendar today that you will be
( bringing flowers! Flowers should be given to the elder on
— 7 duty no later than a half hour before service starts.
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DIEVKALPOJUMI

Svétdien, 4. marta, dievkalpojums plkst. 10:00.
Deziiré: pérmd. Roberts Kengis, dr. loc. Uldis Smidchens Kafija
Dez. kasiere: Vilma Bolsteins

Svétdien, 11. marta, dievkalpojums ar dievgaldu plkst. 10:00.
Dezire: permd. Artirs Ziemelis, dr. loc. Rita Mezséta Kafija
Dez. kasieris: Dzintars Gendrikovs Damu komitejas gada sapulce

Svétdien, 18. marta, dievkalpojums plkst. 10:00.
Dezure: permd. Métra Krautmanis, dr. loc. Shelley Kengis
DeZ. kasiere: Meétra Krautmanis Draudzigais aicinajums centra 11:30

Svétdien, 25. marta, Piipolu svétdiena, dievkalpojums ar dievgaldu plkst. 10:00.
Deziré: permd. Edvins Melbardis, dr. loc. Gaida Veidemanis Kafija
DezZ. kasiere: Vilma Bolsteins Pankiiku brokastis.

Iesvétamo jaunieSu tik§anas ar draudzi

Piektdien, 30. marta, Lielas piektdienas dievkalpojums ar dievgaldu plkst. 6:00
Deziure: pérmd. Arnis Kengis, dr. loc. Imants Minka
Dez. kasieris: Dzintars Gendrikovs

Svétdien, 1. aprili, Kristus Augsamcel$anas svétki, dievkalpojums ar dievgaldu plkst. 8:00.
Deziiré: pérmd. Roberts Kengis, dr. loc. Andris Karklins
Dez. kasiere: Vilma Bolsteins Lieldienu brokastis - Grozini

Svétdien, 8. aprili, Balta svétdiena, dievkalpojums plkst. 10:00.
Dezure: péermd. Artirs Ziemelis, dr. loc. Zigfrids Jirgens Kafija
Dez. kasieris: Dzintars Gendrikovs

Svétdien, 15. aprili, dievkalpojums plkst. 10:00.
Dezure: permd. Métra Krautmanis, dr. loc. Gundars Strautnieks Kafija
DezZ. kasiere: Métra Krautmanis

Svétdien, 22. aprili, dievkalpojums anglu valoda plkst. 10:00.
Deziré: pérmd. Edvins Melbardis, dr. loc. Gunta Turks Kafija
Dez. kasieris: Dzintars Abuls

Svétdien, 29. aprili, dievkalpojums ar dievgaldu plkst. 10:00.
Deziure: pérmd. Arnis Kengis, dr. loc. Janis Pone un Aira Lielzuika Kafija
Dez. kasieris: Dzintars Abuls

Svétdien, 6. maija, dievkalpojums plkst. 10:00.

Deziiré: permd. Roberts Kepgis, dr. loc. Uldis Smidchens Kafija
Dez. kasieris: Dzintars Abuls
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Svétdien, 13. maija, Gimenes dienas ievkalpojums ar dievgaldu plkst. 10:00.
Dezure: permd. Artirs Ziemelis, dr. loc. Riita Mezséta Kafija
Dez. kasieris: Dzintars Abuls

Svétdien, 20. maija, Vasarsvétku dievkalpojums plkst. 10:00..
Deziré: pérmd. Metra Krautmanis, dr. loc. Shelley Kengis Kafija
Dez. kasiere: Métra Krautmanis

Svétdien, 27. maija, Trisvienibas svétku dievkalpojums ar iesvétibam un dievgaldu.
Liidzu ievérot ka dievkalpojums ir plkst.11:00.

Deziure: pérmd. Edvins Melbardis, dr. loc. Gaida Veidemanis

Dez. kasiere: Vilma Bolsteins

Dezare: permd. Arnis Kengis, dr. loc. Imants Minka
Dez. kasieris: Dzintars Gendrikovs

Piezime: Ja attieciga svétdiena paredzeétam draudzes loceklim/ei vai pérminderim nebiitu
iesp&jams dezuret, ludzam pariip&ties par aizstaj&ju.

LigSanu grupa ,,Aka” Kalamazi
9. marta pulksten 11:00
13. aprili pulksten 11:00
11. maija pulksten 11:00

Bibeles stunda ciema ,,Latvija” Bibeles stunda Kalamazii

18. aprili pulksten 11:00 21. marta pulksten 11:00
25, aprilt pulksten 11:00
23. maija pulksten 11:00

Macitaja Aija Graham...517-614-4853; E-pasts...aljja_graham@comcast.net
PriekSniece, Dace Copeland..(269) 209-6465:dace.copeland@wmich.edu
Prieksn. vietnieks, Ugis Grinbergs (269) 244-5691; mobilais (269) 548-7355;
................................................................................... ugiathome@aol.com
Kasieris, Uldis Smidchens...(269) 375-2829;uldis.smidchens@wmich.edu
Kasiera vietnieks, Dzintars Abuls......... .(269) 685-4104

IpaSumu parzinis, Edvins Melbardis.(269) 615-1682;jukums@comcast.net
Ipasumu parzina vietn, Arnis Kengis..(269) 349-3602; arniskazoo@aol.com
Damu kom. priekSniece, Marite Grinbergs..(269) 244-5691;
........................................................................................ mammagrin@aol.com
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Kasieru zinojumi - Treasurer's report

Ziedojumi - Donations
Ziedojumi draudzei / Donations to church $ 455
Egils Vitands; Gundars & Astrida Strautnieks; Herberts Everss; Miervaldis Malcenieks; Paul & Viktorija Gilbert;
Ziedojumi Ziemassvétkos - Christmas donations  $ 340
Skaidrite Hatfield; M. & D. Sydlowski; Ugis & Marite Grinbergs; Mara Leimanis; Sallija Smits
Ainas Viksnes pieminai - in memory of  $50
Ryan & Ginta McNally;
Edites Franklin pieminai - in memory of $610
Janis & Aija Kukainis; Janis Dzirnis; Aija Kengis; Inta Reinis; Gundars & Astrida Strautnieks; Uldis Smidchens; Ugis
& Marite Grinbergs; Aira Lielzuika; Sandra Kronitis-Sipols; Janis Pone; Riidolfs Kalnmals; Peter Avios; Dace
Copeland; Roberts Kengis; Lalita Muizniece; Dagmara Ernsons
Janis Maldups pieminai - in memory of $ 1,130
Egils & Ruta Vitands; Miervaldis Malcenieks; Paul & Viktorija Gilbert; Spodra Gendrikovs; Harijs Ziemelis; Dzintars
Gendrikovs; Ugis & Marite Grinbergs; Vilma Bolsteins; Gunta Turks; Roberts Kengis; Gundars & Astrida
Strautnieks; Ligita Samsons; Arnis Kengis; Janis & Aija Kukainis; Aldonis & Riita MeZséts; Ilze Simane; Dzintars &
Biruta Abuls; Janis Pone; Aira Lielzuika; Ieva Sverns; Jana Cazers; Zeltite Berzins; Edite Walter; John M. & Cynthia
Chapin; Dace Copeland; Andris & Shirley Maldups; Mirdza Rollis; Sallija Smits;
Mikelis Shear pieminai - in memory of  $720
Charles & Barbara Wendt; Knuts Ozols; Konrads & Aija Lubavs; Mikelis & Lilita Austrins; Girts Austrins; Arnis
Kengis; Jana Cazers; Ugis & Marite Grinbergs; Aira Lielzuika; Janis Pone; Dzintars & Biruta Abuls; Funeral
attendees; Kristine Austrins;
Maijas Ziemelis pieminai - in memory of $ 1,665
Vingrosanas grupas damas; Dace Copeland; Sallija Smits; Gundars & Astrida Strautnieks; Kim Francis; Aldonis &
Riita Mezséts; Aina Osburn; Edite Walter; Anonymous; Gunta Kalvisa; Aira Lielzuika; Paul & Viktorija Gilbert; Inara
Kalning; Liene Rava-Kalal; Inta Reinis; Ieva Sverns; Dzintars Gendrikovs; Spodra Gendrikovs; Riidolfs Kalnmals;
Janis Pone; Uldis Smidchens; Marite Strautins; Gunta Turks; Girts Austrin$; Kristine Austring; Mikelis & Lilita
Austrins; Sandra Gendrikovs Bayer; Karina Enina; Rev. Robert Franklin; Judith Jennings; Roberts Kengis; Modris &
Meétra Krautmanis; Maija Liepin$; Imants Minka; Dace Kins; Janis & Aija Kukainis; Arijs Vilemsons; Jana Cazers;
Spidolas Kajaks pieminai - in memory of $ 1,375
Zigfrids Jirgens; Gita Grivins; Velta Sraume; Leons & Tija Neimanis; Gregorijs Altergott; Diana O'Connor; Kaija
Seamus; Biruta Lonis; Miervaldis Malcenieks; Zeltite Bérzing; Uldis Smidchens;
Liene Rava- Kalal; Juris & Inara Kalnin$; Modris Vilemsons; Arnis & Diana Pone; Dace Copeland; Sallija Smits;
Lalita Muizniece; Iréne Allgaier; Janis Pone; Ugis & Marite Grinbergs; Aira Lielzuika; Ginta Sika; Astrida BiSofs;
Jana Cazers; Ilze Simane; Gundars & Astrida Strautnieks; Mirdza Rollis; Laima Patton; Atis & Daina Lizenbergs;
Dzintars Gendrikovs; Imants Minka; Rev. Leons Viksne; Karlis Vizulis; Arijs Vilemsons; Spodra Gendrikovs;
Almas Elksnis pieminai - in memory of  $570
Janis & Aija Kukainis; Marite Strautins; Dzintars Gendrikovs; Gita Grivins; RudoIfs Kalnmals; Inta Reinis; Harijs &
Mirdza Zeimelis; Ieva Sverns; Gvido & Rasa Auzins; Mikelis & Lilita Austrins; Ginta Sika; Janis Pone; Aira
Lielzuika; Zeltite Bérzins; Gundars & Astrida Strautnieks; DV Apvieniba Kalamazoo; Daina Melbardis; Rev. Leons
Viksne.
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Tris gadu salidzinajums obligatiem izdevumiem un draudzes normaliem iepémumiem -
Fixed expenses and congrigation’s normal income during the last three years
levérojiet ka obligatie izdevumi ir starp 80% un 90% no visiem izdevumiem un skait|u lielumi daudz
nemainas no gada uz gada — note that the fixed expenses each year based on total expenses varies
between 80% and 90% and the actual dollar amount does not change much from year to year

2017 g.

2016. g

2015. g.

Gada kontrakts ar macitaju — one year contract with the minister

54,000

54,000

54,000

Dievkalpojuma izdevumi (érgelniece, dziesmu lapinas, dievgalda
izdevumi) — church service expenses (to organist, hymnal sheets, altar)

5,500

5,200

5,500

Apdrosinasana (liability and property insurance)

3,000

3,200

3,200

Dievnama arpuses un iekSpuses uzturéSana -- interior and exterior
maintenance: utilities, cleaning, snow removal, lawn maintenance,
taxes

14,600

13,000

13,210

LELBA nodevas — LELBA dues

2,900

2,700

2,700

Informacijas kopesana un stiSana — information distribution

900

1,064

700

Kopsumma obligatiem izdevumiem lai pilna laika draudze ar
savu baznicu varétu pastavet — total fixed expenses needed for the
congregation and church to function full time

80,900

79,164

79,310

% obligatiem izdevumiem no kopéjiem izdevumiem budzeta -- % of
fixed expenses based on total expenses

91%

89%

79%

Parejie izdevumi kuri ir ar valdes/draudzes Iemumiem, ka
pieméram davanas/stipendijas jaunieSiem, davanas darbiniekiem un
valdes/damu-komitejas vadibai, ziedi béru gadijumos, konferencu
izdevumi, ziedojumi labdaribas organizacijam, labojumi draudzes
Ipasumam -- Remaining expenses approved by the congregation, e.g.
gifts, stipends for youth activities, flowers at memorial services,
conference expenses, gifts to paid employees and chairs of the church
boards, gifts to welfare organizations, various repairs of church

property.

7,800

10,036

21,390

Kopa visi izdevumi katru gadu -- total expenses each year

$88,700

$89,200

$100,700

Kopsummas ienakums katra gada. — Total income each year

$94,200

$80,000

$76,600

Gada beigas pieejama nauda draudzes uzturésanai (rezerve) — at the
end of fiscal year remaining amount in the general fund (reserve)

$79,000

$72,000

$81,000
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Dazadi speciali konti. — VVarious special funds.

Ara sienas labosanas konta bilance. -- Balance of church repair fund of 1,550
external wall.

Draudzes loceklu palidzibas fonda balance. -- Balance of Assistance fund 12.372.74
for church members with special needs (this fund is not part of general
fund)

Ienemts par baznicas véstures gramatam (draudzes izdevumi par vestures 1,549.00
gramatu izdoSanu apméram $1000; parejos izdevumus autore ziedoja). --
Income from sale of history books (congregations expense related to
publication was about $1000)

2018. gada budzets ir nodots draudzes apstiprinasanai pilnsapulceé februara beidzama
svétdiena. -- The 2018. year budzet has been submitted for modification and approval
at the conregation’s meeting on last Sunday in February.

Gramatas kuras var iegadaties caur draudzi - books that may
be purchased through the congregation

Biruta Abuls. The Latvian Evangelical Lutheran United Church of Kalamazoo, Michigan
2007--2016. Baznicas vesture — church history book. $15.

Biruta Abuls. The Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Churches Kalamazoo, Michigan 1949--
2006. Baznicas vesture - - church history book. $15.

Baznicas Gadagramata un LEBAL Adreses (addresses) 2018 . $20.

Vilfrids Hjerte Kristus Uzdevuma. Bibeles arguments par labu sievieSu ordinacijai.
Bible’s argument in favor of women’s ordination. $12.

(Satisanai gramatu caur pastu, katras gramatas cenai japieliek -- (mailing expenses for each
book: $4.)

Uldis Smidchens, kasieris un Dzintars Abuls, kasiera vietnieks
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Esat mili gaiditi
Kalamazi latvieSu skolas
Draudziga aicinajuma sarikojuma!

Svetdien, 18. marta, plkst. 11:30

Kalamazi latvieSu sabiedriska centra, 100 Cherry Hill Dr.

leeja $12.00
Skoléniem un studentiem no 15-22 g.v. $8.00
Programma sastav no bérnu priekSnesumiem un kopigam pusdienam.

Please join us for the
Kalamazoo Latvian School program

Sunday, March 18, 11:30 am
Kalamazoo Latvian Center 100 Cherry Hill Dr.
Lunch and program - $12.00
Students (15-22 years old) - $8.00
The students will present a program comprised of poetry, presentations and song.
Lunch is included.

ladzu nogriezt

Mans/misu ziedojums Lieldienu akcijai 2018. g. aprili ir:
My/our donation to the Easter fund drive for April 2018 is: $

Uzvards, vards
Last name, first name

adrese/address
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