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Kristus gaisma Adventa, Ziemsvétkos un 2019. gada

Reiz pirms 70 gadiem, neparasta vieta un laika, skolotajs Eicéns
latvieSu bérniem béglu nometné par Ziemsveétkiem briniskigi macija:
“Jano rita es pie sava loga sniega redzu pédas, tad domaju: nakti kads
ir garam gajis, virietis vai sieviete, liels vai mazs. Bet visu es nevaru
pateikt: vai vins ir bijis jauns vai vecs, labs vai launs, vai mans draugs
vai ienaidnieks. Tamdeé] vin$ man jaredz, man ar vinu jaruna, man vinu
japazist... ta Dievs aicina Vinu saredzéet Kristus Bérna, Vina Déla... jo, ka vestule ebrejiem maca: Sinis
pédejas dienas Dievs uz mums ir runajis caur savu Délu... te Vina vaiga un godibas atspidums.” Vina
vaigs mums dzili sirdi rakstits. Nebiitu més Jézu Kristu pazinusi, Dievs mums buitu palicis apslépts.”

Gaisma gruti ko paslépt. Adventa laika un Ziemsveétkos pasaulé aug gaisma ap mums un misos.
Baznicas atskaneés Dieva vests: “Tauta, kas staiga tumsiba, ieraudzis spozu gaismu. Par tiem, kas
dzivo naves €nas zemé, atmirdzeés gaisma,” (Jes. 9:1) Atskanés Dieva milestibas vésts, ka mums
dzimis Pestitajs, kas ir Kristus, tas Kungs! Un, kad no silites Betlémé izstaroja $1 svéta, svétiga
gaisma, ta lauza nakts tumsu un viscietakas cilvéku sirdis.

Bet ne toreiz, ne ari tagad visi izvélas sekot Sai gaismai. Kas dod speku nozélot grékus, izligt
vienam ar otru, piedot otram un sev? Vél pasaule cinas, dzivo tik daudz Dieva bérni bez gaismas,
kas dziedina, davina mieru, prieku, visu, kas nes dzivibu. Kristus teica: “Es esmu pasaules gaisma;
kas seko man, tas nestaigas tumsiba, bet tam biis dzivibas gaisma!” (Jn.8:12) Neviena svecite nespéj
lidzinaties $ai Ziemsvétku davanai! Si dzivibas gaisma liek doties ka gudriem viriem pa citu celu pie
tiem, kam veél jadzird Prieka vésts. Ceturta gadu simteni Baznicas tévs Atanazijs rakstija: “Vins$ kluva
par to, kas més esam, lai miis parveérstu par tiem, kas Vins ir!”

Logiski iznak, ka més, kas esam Vina, esam ari gaisma! Tadeé] nav vienalga, ka més tagad
izturamies. Miisu gaisma spid, gaisi vai tumsi, un rada citiem, kas més esam, bet vél patiesak - rada
celu uz Dievu, kuram vien pieder gods un misu pateiciba. “Kas més esam” - ir jautajums, kas
nodarbinajis misu Baznicu seviski spilgti 2018. gada laika. Esam nonakusi dzili sapigos konfliktos
ar LELB. Ka tas var biit, kads prasis? Més visi lasam tos pasSus Svétos Rakstus un pieliidzam to pasu
Pestitaju, bet tik atskirigi kadreiz atbildam uz biitiskako jautajumu - ne “kas meés katrs esam”, bet
“ka Vin$ mums katram atklajies sava varda un aicinajuma”. 119. psalma, 105. pants atgadina, kur



mums vajadzétu atkartoti meklét gaismu talakam celam: “Tavs vards ir gaismeklis manam kajam un
gaisma manam takam!” Lai ta gaisma vada mis un svétl mis, ieejot 2019. gada!

Ticésim, lugsim, palausimies, jo, kur divi vai tris ir sapulc€jusies Vina varda, tur Vins sola bt
klat, kas ir miisu miers, miisu gaismas un milestibas avots. Gimenés, draudzés, sanaksmés ligsim
cits par citu, bet ari veél vairak par tiem, kas vél dzivo tumsas, aukstas vietas un nav ieraudzijusi ne
Vina pédas, nedz gaismu savas dzives, vai tik smagi cietusi dabas katastrofas, ugunsgrekos, plidos,
briesmas, ka jit - vairs nav nakontes, nedz ceribas! Dzejoli “Ziemassvéetku gaisma” Elza Kezbere
atgadina: “Ko cilvéks cel un saliek, Viss driip; ziid laiks un mina. Tik viena gaisma paliek - Ta
Milestibas zina”.

Ta Dieva Milestibas zina ir tava, ko talak dot! Kas pasauli padara gaisaku art tam, kas tavas pédas
iet. Pateicos jums katram, kas esat miisu Baznica - kas stradajat, gaismu izstarojot gan savas
draudzes, gimenés, skolas un pildot uzticétos amatus! Vai varat iedomaties, ka tiesi pareiza laika,
vieta un veida jus kadam esat Kristus gaisma?! Jus kadam esat Kristus! Ta ir Milestibas zina!

Latvijas Evangéliski luteriskas Baznicas arpus
LatvijasVirsvaldes un sava varda

no sirds novelu jums katram gaisus, priecigus, Kristus
milestibas svétitus Ziemsvéetkus!

Lidz ar jums liidzuy, lai Dievs mus visus vada un svéti

2019. gada - Latvija un arpus tas! Vins$ lai vairo Kristus
gaismu pasaulé un pasarga mius no launa! Dievs ir
nomoda ka Jazeps, sargajot Dieva gaismas svétito Kristus
Bérnu.

Nomoda esam arl meés! Jusu+ Lauma



2018. gada Ziemsvétkos
Dieva milestiba, Sv.Gara sadraudziba un Jézus Kristus Z&lastiba, lai ir ar mums visiem. Amen.

“Vins$ naca pie savéjiem , bet tie Vinu neuznéma. Bet cik Vinu uznema,
tiem Vins deva varu kliit par Dieva bérniem.” (Jana ev. 1,11-12)

Mila LELBA pienemsim Dieva vardu ne tikai ar ausim bet ar1 ar sirdi!!!!

Milais Dievs,
dava mums Savu Svéto Garu,
\ka vards, ko esam dzirdgjusi
nonaktu Itdz miisu sirdim,
ka més, Tavus vardus uzklausidami,

tos pienemam un tiem ticam,

par tiem priecajamies un tajos rodam

e mierinajumu tagad un muzigi.

Sludinato vardu dzirdgja daudzi — citi paklausijas un neuzn€ma, citi uzp€ma — un sanéma varu
klat par Dieva bérniem. Kas par neiedomajami lielisku stavokli: nabaga cilveks, nespeécigs un
grécigs dzird par Jezu, sak Vinam tic€t un klust par Visuvarena Dieva b&rnu! Dievs bezgala
lielais un majestatiskais, klust tik tuvs ka tevs.

Uznéma — neuznéma, §1 izSkirSanas iet cauri visai vesturei. Ir mainijusas varas, mainijusas
tradicijas, bet Kristus vienmer ir palicis tas pats.

Ziemsvétku vests liecina, ka Dieva milestiba ir lielaka par vislielako tumSumu un naidu zemes
virsil. Vina milestiba kliede Saubas un dod atbildi gan §is dzives, gan miiZibas jautajumiem.
Dieva laba vests atskan: ”Nebisties, jo redzi, es jums pasludinu lielu prieku, kas visiem laudim
notiks: Jo jums Sodien Pestitajs dzimis.” Pat vistum8aka dzives bridi — nebisties, jo tavs Pestitajs
ir tev klat! ST tieSam ir Dieva Laba vésts!

Atgriezisimies atkal pie Dieva un Vina svéta varda un ligsim Dievu, lai Vig$ piedod mums misu
klidas un dod mums jaunas sirdis, kas kalpo Vinam 1sta dziva ticiba un dedziga Kristus
milestiba.

Mila LELBA, tas ko dodam no savas dzives Kristii un no Kristus dzives miisos, vienmer
bagatina, iedvesmo un ce]. Betleme& Dzimusais ir visa laba un katras svétibas avots, ieskaitot So
jauno posmu LELBAs dzivé. Davinasim sevi Vinam, lai Sis avots neizsikst miisos.

Velu visiem svétitus, dzila un cildena prieka pilnus ZIEMSVETKUS! Un lai Svétais Gars Jiis
vada un pasarga ta Kunga 2019. gada!
Prav. Gunars Lazdins, LELBA prieksnieks



(fotogrdfijas no Gulbenes ev. lut. baznicas)

Cels preti gaismai

“lesakuma bija Vards, un Vards bija pie Dieva, un Vards bija Dievs.
Tas bija iesakuma pie Dieva. Caur Vinu viss ir radies, un bez Vina nekas nav radies, kas ir.
Vind bija dziviba, un dziviba bija cilvéku gaisma. Gaisma spid tumsiba...”

Jn.ev.1:1-5

Man ir savs stasts par to, ka kada mana briZa tumsa partapa par kaut ko loti gaiSu. Kad es pati
piedzivoju bridi, vienu vakaru, kad tumsa ikdiena ienaca spoZa gaisma. Man bija 11 gadi. Tajos
laikos Latvija Ziemassvétkus vél skali nemédza svinét. Klusi, paslepus tos svingja. Svétvakara
diena man vel bija nolikta klavieru stunda muizikas skola. Bet man un mammai bija plans. Mums
bija sarunats, tad, kad beigsies mana klavierstunda, es ieSu uz baznicu, uz dievnamu, mamma
mani jau tur gaidis.

Ta nu es viena pati gaju to celu — no muzikas skolas 11dz attalajam Gulbenes dievnamam. Janoiet
bija vairak ka juidze. Taja laika, vienai, tumsa, tumsa ziemas vakara ejot, tas likas loti gar$ cels.
Drosi vien jau, ka baidijos, to ejot. Bet tad es pietuvojos dievnamam. Argji tas tik necils. Tads
varbiit nedaudz vientul$ dievnams, ar sabrukuSu torni, tik daudzas reizes tam bija iets vai braukts
garam un tas vienm&r man skita tads visas pasaules atstats. Bet taja ziemas vakara, kad es viena
tuvojos $im Gulbenes dievnamam, tas man $kita tik aicinoSs, tik skaists. Tumsa tas bija tik gaiss.
Lai gan tagad atceroties, zinu, ka vieniga gaisma naca no logiem, no kronlukturiem dievnama.
Bet ka bérnam man likas, ka dievnams izskatas ka gaismas sala apkartgja tumsa. Es ar abam
rokam atveru milzigas, smagas dievnama durvis, uztraukusies, ka es atradiSu mammu. Bet, ieejot



dievnama, es zinaju, ka es esmu beidzot atnakusi pie kaut ka liela un loti laba. Ta sajtta, ka es
esmu atnakusi pie pasa Dieva. Es esmu atnakusi nevis pie mammas, ne pie silta un gaisma
starojoSa dievnama, ne pie skaistam dziesmam, ne pie izgreznotas eglites ar 1stam, degosam
svecitém zaros. Es jutu, ka es esmu atnakusi pie kaut ka Cita. Lidz tam nezinama, bet nu —
atklata un biitiba — sird1 Joti ilgota un gaidita. Un mani dzima sv&ti svetki.

Man taja vakara sirdt tieSam piedzima pestitajs. Ka bérniem médz dzimt ticiba Dievam. Tik
vienkarsi, tik viegli un skaisti. Bez jautajumiem, bez kaulésanas, bez cinam. Tadus
Ziemassvetkus, kad fiziski un garigi izjiiti tumsas partapSanu gaisma, nevar aizmirst. Tadus
Ziemassvétkus, kad piedzivo Dieva piedzimsanu sirdi, nevar atstat aiz sevis. Tos brizus cilvéks
sev nésa lidzi visu muzu, ka dargumu. Ka bridi, kad no tumsas piedzivo gaismu. Ka bridi, kura
sildities, kad sirds atkal ikdienas burzma nonak tumsa un aukstuma.

Dzive ir tada celosana caur dazadiem celiem, caur laikiem. IeSana caur gaisam, zinamam takam,
un maldiSanas, kliSana caur tumsu un nezinu. Viss pieder pie dzives. Ja, tumsai ir sava vieta
miisu dzivés. Man pat liekas, ka, tikai tumsa kadu laiku esot un padzivojot, var sakt beidzot
ilgoties un ar1 sajust gaismas spozumu. Laikam jau tikai, sapju ieleja padzivojot vai taja
iestaigajot kaut uz bridi, var novertét laimes mirkla siltumu un smieklu burvibu un svétibas,
kuras ik dienas nenovértéjam. Un, tikai naves icleja iecelojot, var sajust, cik vitali svarigi ir
satvert Ta roku, kas piedava Dzivibu. Kur§ gan no mums nav atradies tumsos dzives celos? Kad
liekas, ceribas zudusas. Kad sapes ir ikdienas maize. Kad skumjas ir ikdienas malks. Kad rtpes,
dazadas un neskaitamas, ir ka nebeidzami dubli, kurus miisu domas brien un kuros iestiegam. Ja
tu esi taja bridi, tad tu zini - tev sagatvots Ziemassvétku cel$. Tev ir dots cel$ no tumsas uz
gaismu. Tev tikai tas janoiet, sirdi tas jaizstaiga. Lidz tu sevi nonac pie briza, kad tevi piedzimst
kaut kas siltu ceribu dodoss, baltu mieru dodoss, kosu prieku dodoss, dzilu milestibu dodoss —
tad tu zinasi, ka Jézus tuvums ir vienigais, kas sirds tumsu dara par gaismu.

Tadel man Skiet, ka Ziemassvetki katram uzdod pavisam tieSu jautajumu — kurp mes celojam,
kur m@s ejam miisu dzives, miisu naktis? Miisu tumsas. Reiz€ém mums aizmirstas, ka dzive ir cel$
pie Dieva. Dzives mérkis ir cel$ uz gaismu un dzivibu. Sevi jameklé un jarod ilgosanas péc
gaismas, tiekSanas péc gaismas.

Varbiit tadél miisu dzives no jauna nak jauni Ziemassvetki. Ka jauna iesp&ja apstaties,
ieklausities, mekl&t, sevi, sava dzivé paskatities. No jauna dodot pieturas punktu miisu
skréjienam. Lai domas uz mirkli rimst. Lai raizes uz mirkli apstajas. Lai tumsas bridi kaut uz
bridi var paspert soli preti kaut kam gaiSam — lai miisos katra gaisma atspid un jauna dzivibas
elpa ienak. Tad tie bus Ziemassvetki — kad tu sevi piedzivosi celu prett gaismai.

Lai Dieva svetiti, sargati un Vina milestibas vesti ieskauti ir Sie Kristus DzimSanas svétki!

Milestiba velot,
mac. Aija



Macitajas zinojums

- Es no sirds saku paldies visiem, kas palidzgja, lai $T aiznemta, darbiem pilna rudens sezona
misu draudze izdotos. Vislielakais paldies draudzes prieksniecei Dacei Copeland, Damu
komitejas priekSniecei Maritei Grinbergai un visam damam, kas dasni devusas sevi, savu
darbu, energiju, izdomu un piiles, lai mums biitu gan zupas pusdienas, gan Plaujas svétku
maltite un loterija, gan Valsts svétku svin€$anas pasakumi, nemaz nerunajot par lielo darbu,
cepot piparkikas un piragus un citus labumus, domajot par Ziemassvétku tirdzinu.

- Sogad draudzes senioru pusdienas notiks svétdiena, 16. decembri, uzreiz pec dievkalpojuma.
Senioru pusdienas ciemosies Marika Ivsina no Latvijas. Vina pati rada un kompongé kristigas
slavas dziesmas un arf tas izpilda gitaras pavadijuma. Ticu, ka mums bis sviniga svétku
svinéSana.

- Septembr1 Bibeles stunda runajam par Psalmiem (slavas dziesmam). Dala no Psalmiem ir
sarakstiti akrostiska kartiba, proti — izmantojot ebreju alfabéta kartibu, psalma katra nakama
rinda sakta ar nakamo alfab&ta burtu. Més sava Bibeles stunda izm&ginajam rakstit katrs pats
savu psalmu (slavas dziesmu) $aja stila — es katram iedevu ¢etrus alfab&ta burtus, no kuriem
bija jauzraksta Cetrrindite, izmantojot katru burtu nakamas rindas pirmajam vardam. Tas
nemaz nav tik viegli! Bet musu psalmi izdevas tik skaisti, iedvesmojosi, dzivesprieka pilni,
kads varbut arT smiekligs, tad€] velos Saja, svetku izdevuma, ar tiem padalities. Varbiit, ka tie
rada iedvesmu izmé&ginat uzrakstit ar jums savu psalmu — katram nakamajam alfab&ta
burtam atvélot savu rindu.

(A,B,C, D) (D,E,F,G)

Ak, cik dzive ir skaista Dievs, dava mums mieru un prieku
Bérni ir vismilakie Ejot pa dzives celu

Ceriba ir dzives pamats Faktiski, galvenais mérkis lai butu
Dievs ir visu devis. Godat Tevi, cerét un milét.

(E,F, G, H) (B,C,D,E)

Es pacelu savu skatu uz tevi, Dievs Bija skaista diena

Falalala, Ia, la la. Ceriba bija liela

Gan no rita, gan vakara Debess zili zila

Ha, ha, ha. Es, Dieva milestiba.

(G, K, L, M) (F,G,H, 1)

Gribu tev pateikt, Dievs Fazans ieradas baznica

Kad vecums pienacis Gajis garu celu

Liec dzivot un vél bt Harijs tur vinu gaidija

Man pateicibu Tevim teikt. Ieejas durvis.



(1,J, K, L)

Ik dienas pateicos par Tavu Z€lastibu

Ja staigatu tumsa, Tu arvien biisi mana
gaisma

Ka biis man Tevi teikt un slavet, mans Dievs
Liela ir Tava milestiba, mans Dievs.

(N,O,P,R)

Nepiemini launu

Otra centies saskatit labo

Pateicies tam Kungam par katru dienu
Raugies pasaulg ar atvertu sirdi.

(M, N, O, P)

Mans Dievs, es pateicos
No rita lidz vakaram
Ozianna tev dziedu
Pateicibu pienesu.

(P,R,S,T)
Paldies tam Kungam
Raditajam

Sirds pilna man ar milestibu

Ticiba es staigaju.

(V,U,Z A

Vai man Tevi slavét
Un pateicibu dot?
Zinu, mans Kungs
Arvien mani dzird.

(Z, A, B, C)

Zinam mges visi
Atkal bis labi
Baidamies par dzivi
CenSamies milét.

(A, B,C,D)

Apgulos zem abeles -
Balti tas ziedi

Cirula dziesma dzirdu
Dievu, kas mani mierina.

MUZIBA AIZSAUKTIE DRAUDZES LOCEKLI

J MARUTA LAURENS dzim. Smits

13. oktobris, 1953. gads, Kalamazii, MI —
12. oktobris, 2018.gads, Kalamazii, MI

RUTA KORE dzim. Blumbergs

12. aprilis 1932. gads, Valmiera, Latvija —
19. oktobris 2018. gads, Trejupes, Ml

‘Svetigi tie, kam bedas, jo tie tiks iepriecinati. Svetigi [enpratigie, jo tie
iemantos zemi. Svetigi izsalkusie un izslapusie pec taisnibas, jo tie tiks
paedinati. Svetigi Zelsirdigie, jo tie dabis Zelastibu. Svetigi sirdssKistie, jo tie
Dievu redzes. Svetigi miera neseji, jo tie tiks saukti par Dieva berniem.”

(Mat. 5:4-9)




LATVIJAS SIMTGADES SVETKU SVINESANA MUSU DRAUDZE

Septembri, oktobri un novembri, svinot Latvijas 100 gadus, sava draudzé rikojam tris tematiskas
sadraudzibas stundas. Septembri klausijamies stastos par dziesmu un deju svétku pieredzém
Latvija, izdziedajamies milakas dziesmas, klausijamies dzejolus un pat iestudéjam daZas latviesu
teikas un pasakas. Oktobrr dalijamies cits ar citu par savam milakajam vietam Latvija un
spéléjam spéli, cik daudz més pazistam Latviju un tas dazadas vietas. Novembri més
sadraudziba dalijamies ar saviem personigajiem stastiem par Latviju — pieredzéto, izjusto,
sapigo un skaisto. Paldies jums visiem, kas atbalstijat un piedalijaties! Més kopa esam Latvijas

stasts!




KRISTITIE BERNI

22. septembr1 Garezera kristibas sakramentu sanéma un draudzes metriskaja
Gramata ierakstita:

MARA LIGA JESINKIS (vecaki Larisa un Pauls Jesinski)

Draudzes dzive

t’}
9
'
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Latvijai 100! Valsts svétku dievkalpojums 18.
novembri.

Macitaja Aija uzrund bérnus 4. novembra
dievkalpojuma.




Piparkitku
cepsanas
talkas 25.
oktobri un
15.
novembri
Marites
Grin-
bergas
vadiba!
Paldies
visiem
talci-
niekiem!

Pirdagu cepsanas talcinieki 24.
novembra talkda Baibas Stepes un
Daces Copeland vadiba. Paldies
talciniekiem!
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Mili sveicam jaunos draudzes loceklus g

Silviju un Andreju Ezerus! )

0
0
0
N |

PriekSseédes zinojums

1.

No 12.-14. oktdbrim piedalijos Vidienes apgabala draudzu macitaju un darbinieku
konferencé Cikaga. Mani ievél&ja par konferences sekretari. Protokols ir uzrakstits un
nesen mac. Dr. Sarma Eglite to ir izsiitijusi visiem dalibniekiem. Tas v&l nav apstiprinats,
bet, tilit, ka tas notiks varésu ar1 dalities ar jums un draudzi (liksim nakos$aja apkartraksta
pec apstiprinasanas). Més (mac. Aija, Marite Grinberga un es) piekritam 2019. gada
rudent rikot Vidienes apgabala konferenci Kalamazu.

24. novembra valdes sédé divas Nakotnes planoSanas subgrupas deva savus zinojumus
par 11dz§ingjo darbibu un nakotnes planiem. Tas bija Gariga grupa, mac. Aijas vadiba un
financu grupa (rakstisks zinojums), Herberta Eversa vadiba. Vairak par So zinosim
pilnsapulcgé.

8. decembr1 Garezera akcionariem bus iesp€ja balsot par propon&jumu pardot zemes
gabalus, kas tuvu Atbalsim un bérnu nometnes teritorijai. lemesls So zemes gabalu
pardosanai ir, lai Garezers var€tu iegiit seklas naudu savam nakotnes planam. Péc
parrunam, valde noléma So propong&jumu neatbalstit. Ieteikums no valdes ir, ka vajadziga
vairak informaciju, un ir ieteicams balsot par katru atsevisku zemes gabalu pardosanu.
Paldies Ugim Grinbergam, kas parstaveés draudzi $inT sapulcg.

7. decembr1 maza grupina valdes loceklu tikamies ar mac. Aiju Graham, lai parrunatu un
novertétu vinas darbu miisu draudze So pe€déjo gadu. Varu teikt, ka esam bezgala laimigi,
ka mac. Aija ir izvel&jusies kalpot miisu draudze. Esam pateicigi par vinas siltumu,
sapratu, milestiba, nodoSanas, un dievbijiba. Vinai ir fantastiska izdoma, un vina ir
darTjusi tik daudz, lai pataisitu miisu draudzes dzivi priecigu un interesantu. Mac. Aija
nenogurstosi apmekleé misu slimos un vecakos draudzes loceklus. TieSam varam biit
Dievam pateicigi, ka miisu garigo dzivi vada mac. Aija Graham!

Esam vienojusSies ar mac. Aiju Graham par vinas nakoso kontraktu, stradajot musu
draudze. Kontrakts ir uz ¢etriem gadiem. Kadreiz aizmirstam, vai rodas nesapraSana par
to, ka macitaja skaitas “independent contractor” nevis algota draudzes darbiniece. Tada
sakariba draudze vinai izmaksa kompensaciju nevis algu. Kompensacija ir ieskaititas
tadas lieta ka, pieméram, veselibas apdros§inasana, invaliditates apdroSinasana, iemaksas
pensijas konta, talakizglitiba, personigais birojs, davanas un celoSanas izdevumi. Tas
visas ir lietas, kas macitajai paSai jakarto, ja vina to vélas.
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2018. g. ir notikusas astonas valdes seéd€s. Visas s€des ir bijis péc Statiitiem vajadzigais
kvorums, lai valde biitu lemttiesiga.

2019. g. 3. februari notiks draudzes gadskart&ja pilnsapulce. Pilnsapulces dienaskartibu
un budzeta informaciju izsiitisim janvarf.

Izsaku vislielako pateicibu draudzes valdes locekliem un visiem darba riikiSiem, kas pa
kluso veic daznedazadus darbinus baznica, arpus baznicas un atbalsta miisu vecako
draudzes loceklus, un kuru vardus nesp&ju $eit uzskaitit, jo bailes, ka es kadu izlaidisu,
par vinu pasaizliedzigo darbu Sogad, stradajot draudzes laba! Jiisu darbs IR noveértéts,
kaut ne vienmér varbiit atceramies pateikt PALDIES!

It Tpasi jo 1pasi pateicos mac. Aijai Graham un Damu komitejas prieksSniecei Maritei
Grinbergai par izcilo sadarbibu, milestibu un vinu abu nesavtigo darbu draudzes laba!

Novelu visiem draudzes locekliem Dieva mieru un milestibu svétku laika un Jaunaja gada! Lai
jums ik katram ir miers sirdi, laba veseliba un speks turpinat stradat draudzes laba ar1 nakamajos

gados!

Dace Copeland
Valdes priekssede

1.

October 12-14, | participated in the Midwest Region Congregation pastor and work
conference in Chicago. | was elected as the secretary for the conference. The minutes are
written, and recently Pastor Dr. Sarma Eglite has distributed the minutes to the
conference delegates for review. Once the minutes are accepted, we will publish them in
an upcoming church newsletter.

During our November 24 Board meeting, two of the Future Committee sub-groups gave
their reports: the Spiritual Group, led by Pastor Aija Graham, and the Finance Group
(written), led by Herberts Everss. We will report more on the work of these committees at
our annual member meeting.

On December 8, the Garezers shareholders, including our church and Women'’s
Auxiliary, will have an opportunity to vote on a proposition to sell certain parcels of land
near Atbalsis and the childrens’ camp territory. The reason for this proposition is so that
Garezers is able to have some start-up money for their Master Plan. After discussion, the
Board voted not to support this proposition as there were unanswered questions. The
Board suggests that the sale of the parcels of land be voted on individually. Thank you to
Ugis Grinbergs who will represent the church at this meeting.

On December 7, a sub group of the Board met with Pastor Aija Graham to do a
performance evaluation of the past year. We are extremely grateful that Pastor Aija has
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chosen to serve the Lord in our congregation. We are most thankful for her warm
relationships, intellect and reasoning, love, dedication and devoutness. She has a
fantastic imagination, and she has done so much to make our interactions interesting and
joyful. Pastor Aija faithfully and without fail visits the infirm and those that need her
gentle touch. We can absolutely thank God, the Pastor Aija is leading our congregation’s

flock.

. We have come to an agreement with Pastor Aija Graham regarding her next contract to
continue to work in our congregation for the next four years. We sometimes forget, or
maybe there is a misunderstanding, that Pastor Aija is an independent contractor, not an
employee of the church. In this context, the congregation pays her a certain amount of
compensation, not salary. There are a number of components included in the
compensation, such as health insurance, long-term disability insurance, retirement,
continuing education, her home office, gifts and mileage. Based on the employment
relationship of independent contractor that Pastor Aija has with our congregation, those
are all things that the Pastor can choose to put her compensation toward; however, that
is her choice and her choice alone.

. We have held eight Board meetings in 2018. We have had a quorum in each of the
meetings so that we were able to make binding decisions.

. We will hold our annual membership meeting on February 3, 2019. The agenda and
budget information will be sent to you in January.

My highest thanks goes to the Board members and all of the numerous “elves” that do so
many things for the congregation either at church, outside of church and also support the
elderly in our church. I will not attempt to name all of you for fear that I will miss
someone. Thanks for your selfless work. The things you do ARE valued, though we may
not always remember to say THANK YOU!

. My greatest thanks go to Pastor Aija Graham and the Women'’s Auxiliary President,
Marite Grinbergs for their outstanding collaboration and cooperation, for their love of
their fellow human beings and their unselfish work on behalf of all congregation
members!

My wish for all of the congregation is that your have peace of God and you feel His love always
and especially during the Christmas season and on into the New Year! | hope you are blessed
with peace in your heart, good health and strength to continue to work on behalf of the
congregation for years to come!

Dace Copeland
Board Chair
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Damu komitejas priekSnieces zinojums

23. sept. kafijas / sadraudzibas stunda atzimg&jam Latvijas 100 g. jubileju , sadraudzibu.
The Sept. 23 coffee / fellowship hour was dedicated to celebrating Latvia’s 100 years of
independence with singing of favorite Latvian songs, led by Raimonds Matisons.

30. sept. noturgjam Damu Kom. darba s&di, kur parrunajam rudens sarikojuma planus: plaujas
svetkus, Ziemsvétku tirdzinu utt.

The Ladies Auxiliarly met on Sept. 30 to discuss and plan the upcoming fall events, such
as harvest celebration, Christmas bazaar, etc.

7. okt. nosvingjam plaujas svetkus ar pusdienam un loteriju. Paldies visiem, kas ziedoja loterijas
mantas un pielika roku, un itseviska pateiciba Ilzei Stmanei par altara dekoraciju.

On Oct. 7 we commemorated harvest day with a special lunch and lottery. Thanks to all
who donated items for the lottery and provided a helping hand, and a special thanks to llze
Simanis for the beautiful altar decorations.

14. okt., kopa ar mac. Aiju un dr. priek$n. Daci, piedalijjos LELBAs Vidienes apgabala
konferencé Cikaga, kur arf novadiju draudzu damu komiteju parstavju darba grupu.

On Oct 14, along with pastor Aija and board chair Dace, | attended the LELBA midwest
region conference, where | also was the leader of the ladies auxiliarly discussion group.

25. okt. un 15.nov. noturgjam piparkiiku cepSanas talkas. Mil$ paldies visam ¢aklam rokam. It
sevisks liels paldies miisu anonimai ziedotgjai, kura_atkal sedza piparkiiku cep$anai vajadzigo
produktu izdevumus.

On Oct. 25 and Nov. 15, we held our piparkuku (“ginger cookies”) baking activity.
Sincere thanks to all who participated. Special thanks to our anonimous donor, who again
covered the cost of the products necessary for the baking with a generous donation.

28. okt. noturéjam zupas pusdienas, kuras bija labi apmekl&tas ar lielu zupas izveli. Atkal
atzimgjam Latvijas simtgadi ar stastiem par milakam vietam Latvija. Paldies visiem par pilém
un piedaliSanos.

A soup lunch was held on Oct 28, with a large selection of soups, and was well attended.
Once again we celebrated Latvia’s 100 years with individual stories about our most memorable
places in Latvia.

24. nov. notika piragu cepsanas talka Daces Copeland un Baibas Stepes vadiba ar labiem
panakumiem. Paldies visam darbiniecém.

The annual piragi baking activity was held on Nov. 24, led by Dace Copeland and Baiba
Stepe with very good results. Thank you to all the participants.
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1. dec. notika gadskartgjais latvieSu biedribas rikotais Ziemsvétku tirdzins, kur damu komitejai
bija galdini ar labumiem pardoSanai sabiedribai: piparkiikas, piragi, tortes, maize utt.
The annual Kalamazoo Latvian Assoc. Christmas bazaar was held on Dec. 1, and we
once again participated with the sale of piparkukas, piragi, torts, bread, etc.

9. dec. notika draudzes un Kalamazt LatvieSu skolas kopiga Ziemassvétku eglite, kur be&rnu
vecaki gadaja par kafijas galda vajadzibam.

A joint Christmas program with the children of the Kalamazoo Latvian school and our
congregation was held on Dec. 9. The school parents hosted the coffee table snacks.

16. dec., p&c dievkalpojuma, notiks gadskartgjas Senioru pusdienas, kur aicinatie seniori izbaudis
tradicionalas pusdienas, specialu koncertu un citas aktivitates mac. Aijas vadiba.

On Dec. 16, immediately following church service, our senior citizens have been invited
to the Annual Senior lunch. They will enjoy the traditional meal, a special concert and other
activities led by pastor Aija.

3. feb., draudzes gadskarteja pilnsapulcg, gatavosim ¢ili pusdienas.
A chili lunch will be held on Feb. 3, during the congregation’s annual membership
meeting.

24. feb., planojam notur€t pankiiku pusdienas.
A pancake lunch is planned for Feb. 24.

Paldies Gendrikova kundzei par ziedojumu DK darbibai. Paldies visam damam kuras
uznemas un uznemsies kafijas galda rikoSanu. Jo vairak damas piedalas rikoSana, jo vieglaks
darba slogs katrai darbiniecei.

Our thanks to Mrs. Gendrikovs for her donation in support of our activities. Thanks to all
the ladies who have and still will host the coffee hour. The more workers, the easier the
individual load.

Paldies mac. Aijai par labu un sirsnigu sadarbibu un liels, liels paldies draudzes priekSniecei
un manai labai rokai Dacei Copeland par visu ko vina dara.

My thanks to pastor Aija for her sincere cooperation and a very huge thanks to board
chair and my right hand, Dace Copeland for all that she does..

Novelu ik katram lasitajam gaiSus, siltus un priecigus Kristus dzimSanas svétkus un Dieva
svétibu jauna 2019. gada!!!

I want to wish every reader a bright, warm and joyous Christ’s birthday season and all
God'’s blessings in the new year!

Marite Grinbergs
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Kasiera zinojums

Sis gads tuvojas beigam un ir pienacis laiks draudzes locekliem nokartot savus solitos draudzes
uzturéSanas ziedojumus par So gadu. Draudze savu gada darbibu noslégs ar 31. decembri, un
tikai tie maksajumi kurus sanemsim lidz §im datumam tiks registréti ka 2018 gada ziedojumi.
Parskati par visiem jusu 2018. gada ziedojumiem, tiks izsutiti gada sakuma. Paldies tiem, kas
savus solifjumus ir jau nokartojusi.

As the year comes to close, we ask all our members to complete their pledge payments for the
current year, since the financial records will be closed on December 31, and only those
payments, which are received by this date will be shown as received in 2018. In January,
everyone will receive a detailed report for the year of 2018, of their pledge and other donations.
Thanks to those who have already made their pledge payments.

Ziedojumi — Donations
Konrada Lubava pieminai — in memory of $ 1,185
Gunta Turks; Richard Hodgman; Mirdza Rollis; Lareau R. Allan; Aija Kengis; Gundars &
Astrida Strautnieks; Janis & Sandra Vigants; Kristine Austrin$; Inta Reinis; Eriks & Ilze Antons;
Janis & Aija Kukainis; Arnis & Diana Pone; Talivaldis & Gunta Cepuritis; Juris & Olita Kins;
Velta Straume; Olga Jansons;
Marutas Laurenas pieminai — in memory of $ 450
Troy & Judy Jennings; Anda LejinS Boodt; Sandra Senins; Dace Copeland; Dzintars Gendrikovs;
Miervaldis Malcenieks; Marite Strautins; James & Liene Kalal; DV Apvieniba Kalamazoo;
Zeltite Bérzins; Laima & Steve Patton; Mirdza Rollis; Robert & Meredith Gano;
Rutas Kores pieminai — in memory of $ 590
Martin$ Staks; Melvin E. Lafranca; Uldis & Anna un Maris Inveiss; Gundars & Astrida
Strautnieks; Riidolfs Kalnmals; mac. Leons Viksne; Modris & Métra Krautmanis; Karlis & Anda
Vizulis; Andris & Diana Karklins;

Kopa ienakumi - Total income: $70,038

Kopa izdevumi - Total expenses: $80,100
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DAVANU IESPEJAS - POTENTIAL GIFTS

Gramatas, kuras var iegadaties caur draudzi - books that may be purchased
through the congregation.

Latvijas Evangéliski Luteriska Baznica Arpus Latvijas BAZNICAS GADAGRAMATA
2019 un LELBAL ADRESU gramata. $20

Biruta Abuls. The Latvian Evangelical Lutheran United Church of Kalamazoo,
Michigan 2007--2016. Baznicas vesture — church history book. $12.

Biruta Abuls. The Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Churches Kalamazoo, Michigan
1949--2006. Baznicas vésture - - church history book. $12.

Vilfrids Hjerte Kristus Uzdevuma. Bibeles arguments par labu sievie$u ordinacijai. Bible’s
argument in favor of women’s ordination. $12.

(Satisanai gramatu caur pastu, katras gramatas cenai japieliek S4 -- mailing expenses for each
book: $4.)

Gramatas var iegadaties pirms vai péc dievkalpojuma pie draudzes kasieriem. Pasatijumu caur pastu
jasUta uz draudzes adresi. Purchase may be made before or after each Sunday service. When ordering
books include your mailing address, mark which books you are ordering and include a check covering the
cost and mailing expenses for each book ordered

Latvian Ev. Lutheran Church of Kalamazoo (Books)
122 Cherry Hill St
Kalamazoo Ml 49006.

Purchaser’s name:
Mailing address:
E-mail address and/or telephone #:

Gada Gramata + LELBAL Address Book 2019 ($20)

History book covering period 2007—2016 ($12):

History book covering period 1949—2006 ($12):

Kristus uzdevuma. Bible’s argument in favor of women’s ordination:

Please enclose a check covering the cost of the books + $4 mailing cost for each book.
(Cost of each book plus mailing cost):

Kasieri Uldis Smidchens un Dzintars Abuls
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Zinojums par Engelu koka pasakumu no Lauras Smidchenas

Paldies visiem kuri ir piedalijuSies. Ja neesiet atvedusi savu
neiesainoto davanu, liidzu man atstitiet zinu
(lauraaigalatviete@gmail.com) vai piezvaniet man (269-720-
4931), lai varam sarunat, ka rikoties talak. Ja v¢laties
piedalities, bet nedabiijiet informacijas kartinu, varat
pieteikties, lai nopirkt kaut ko ceturtai gimenei. (Ta gimene
zaud@ja gandriz visu ugunsgréka un dazi musu locekli
piedavaja iztirit beérnu skapjus, lai palidzétu nodrosinat, ka Siem bérniem bis siltas drébes, ko
vilkt §o ziemu.) Ceturtas gimenes mate sp&ja sagadat dviniem lietotus ziemas zabakus, un ta tad
visiem trim berniem ir (kaut lictotas) pietickos$as ziemas drébes, lai paslaik iztiktu. Tamdg], ta
nauda, ko viena draudzes locekle noziedoja, lai izpalidz&tu $ai gimenei tiks izmantota, lai
nopirktu kaut ko mazu visiem trim bérniem. Jau sagadaju no savu davanu skapja katram dvinim
sedzinu un viss trim bérniem kadas gramatas, lai nodrosinatu, ka vini kaut ko sanem pa svétku

laiku. (Davanu iesp€jas saraksts bis zinojuma beigas.)

Tiesi pirms Pateicibas dienas atvalinajuma es aizvedu misu trim gimenes b&rniem pirmssvétku
pacinas, kuras atradas skolas gadam un atvalinajuma priekam rakstulus (“crayons”, parastie un
krasainie ztmuli, tintesspalvas, utt), zimulu asinatajus, “journals” un jau noziedotas gramatas klat
ar kartinu no Ziemassvétku veciSa, vélot viniem sekmes skola. Taja pasa laika nodevu ceturajtai
gimenei jau noziedotas drébes, un atri sagatavotos Ziemassvétku. davanu maisus.

P&c svétkiem nogadaju parejas noziedotas drébes.

Viss kas jau ir noziedots musu trim gimenes bérniem ir sapakots, un ceru jau pirmdien nogadat
otras gimenes davanas.

-Laura
Angel Tree Update from Laura Smidchens

Thank you to everyone that has participated in this year’s Angel Tree program. If you have not
dropped off your promised gift, please contact me by e-mail (lauraaigalatviete@gmail.com) or
by phone (269-720-4931), to make arrangements to drop it off. If you did not select an
information card, but would still like to participate, you can select one of the children from our
fourth family. (This is the family that joined in rather late because they lost almost everything in
a fire, and several of our fellow congregation members volunteered to clean out their own
children’s closets to find some winter appropriate items to donate.) With assistance, the mother
of the fourth family was able to acquire winter boots for the twins, as well as find additional
appropriate clothing for all three children. Therefore, the money that one of our congregation
members donated to help with this cause will be used to buy something small for Christmas for
all three children. Digging about my gift closet, | already gave each of the twins a snuggle
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blanket and a few books for all three children. (The gift option list will be at the bottom of this
update.)

Right before Thanksgiving | dropped off to the kids of our three families a pre-Christmas gift to
support their school endeavors and holiday break fun (i.e., crayons, #2 and colored pencils,
pencil sharpeners pens, journals, already donated books, and a note from Santa wishing them
well in school). At the same time | dropped off the already donated clothing for the fourth
family and the quickly assemble Christmas gifts for those three children.

After Thanksgiving, | dropped off the rest of the donated clothing.

Everything that has been donated to our original three families has been packed up and I hope to
drop of the second family’s packages on Monday.

Editor’s Note: A HUGE thank you to Laura and Vinay, who take on the Angel
Tree activity every year, and bring joy to children and families in need! You are
truly the Angels!

DIEVKALPOJUMI UN CITI NOTIKUMI DRAUDZE

Diena, datums Dievkalpojumi, laiks Pasakumi
Svéetdien, 16. decembrT, Tresa adventa svétdienas Senioru pusdienas plkst.
Sunday December 16, dievkalpojums anglu valoda, | 11.30.

plkst. 10.00, Senior lunch, 11:30 a.m.
Third Advent service in
English, 10 a.m.,

Dezire: permd. Arnis
Kengis; dr. loc. Janis Pone
un Aira Lielzuika; kasieris:
Dzintars Gendrikovs.

Svétdien, 23. decembrT, DIEVKALPOJUMS
NENOTIEK
Pirmdien, 24. decembri, Ziemassvetku vakara

dievkalpojums, plkst. 5.00.
Deziré: pérmd. Roberts
Kengis; dr. loc. Sallija Smite
un Gundars Strautnieks;
kasieris: Vilma Bolsteina.
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Diena, datums

Dievkalpojumi, laiks

Pasakumi

Svetdien, 30. decembrT,

DIEVKALPOJUMS
NENOTIEK

Pirmdien, 31. decembri,

Vecgada vakara
dievkalpojums ar dievgaldu,
plkst. 5.00.

Dezire: permd. Artiairs
Ziemelis; dr. loc. Gunta
Turka; kasieris: Dzintars
Abuls.

Svétdien, 6. janvari,

Zvaigznes dienas
deivkalpojums ar dievgaldu,
plkst. 10.00,

Deziire: permd. Métra
Krautmane; dr. loc. Zigfrids
Jirgens un Gita Grivina;
kasieris: Métra Krautmane.

kafijas sadraudzibas stunda.

Piektdien, 11. janvari,

plkst. 11.00

meditacijas, lugSanas grupa
CCAka37

Svetdien, 13. janvari,

dievkalpojums ar dievgaldu,
plkst. 10.00,

Deziire: permd. Edvins
Melbardis; dr. loc. Andris
Karklins; kasieris: Dzintars
Gendrikovs.

kafijas sadraudzibas stunda.

Tresdien, 19. janvari,

plkst. 11:00,

Bibeles stunda Kalamazi,
Mozus, vina pagatnes régi un
ceriba Dieva.

Svétdien, 20. janvari,
Sunday, January 20,

dievkalpojums anglu valoda,
plkst. 10.00,

Service in English, 10 a.m.,
Dezire: permd. Arnis
Kengis; dr. loc. Shelly
Kengis; kasieris: Vilma
Bolsteina.

kafijas sadraudzibas stunda.
fellowship.

Svetdien, 27. janvar,

dievkalpojums, plkst. 10:00,
Dezire: pérmd. Roberts
Kengis; dr. loc. Imants
Minka; kasieris: Dzintars
Abuls.

kafijas sadraudzibas stunda.
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Diena, datums

Dievkalpojumi, laiks

Pasakumi

Svétdien, 3. februar,

dievkalpojums ar dievgaldu,
plkst. 10.00,

Dezire: permd. Artiirs
Ziemelis; dr. loc. Janis Pone
un Aira Lielzuika; kasieris:
Dzintars Gendrikovs.

draudzes pilnsapulce ar ¢ilt
pusdienam par labu “Loaves
and Fishes”.

Piektdien, 8. februard,

plkst. 11.00,

Meditacijas, ligSanas grupa
GGAkaﬁ,‘

Svétdien, 10. februari,

dievkalpojums, plkst. 10.00,
Dezire: permd. Métra
Krautmane; dr. loc. Sallija
Smite; kasieris: Métra
Krautmane.

kafijas sadraudzibas stunda.

Svetdien, 17. februard,
Sunday, February 17

dievkalpojums ang]u valoda,
plkst. 10.00,

Service in English, 10 a.m.,
Deziire: permd. Edvins
Melbardis; dr. loc. Gundars
Strautnieks; kasieris: Vilma
Bolsteina.

kafijas sadraudzibas stunda.
fellowship.

Tresdien, 20. februari

plkst. 11:00,

Bibeles stunda Kalamazi.
Valentinas dienu svinot,
runasim par
interesantakajiem,
unikalajiem pariem Bibele.

Svétdien, 24. februari,

dievkalpojums ar dievgaldu,
plkst. 10:00,

Dezire: permd. Arnis
Kengis; dr. loc. Gunta
Turka; kasieris: Dzintars
Abuls.

pankiku pusdienas.

Piektdien, 1. marta

plkst. 6.00

Draudzes Jautrais vakars.

Svétdien, 3. marta,

dievkalpojums, plkst. 10.00,
Dezire: pérmd. Roberts
Kengis; dr. loc. Zigfrids
Jirgens un Gita Grivina;
kasieris: Dzintars
Gendrikovs.

kafijas sadraudzibas stunda.

Tresdien, 6. marta,

Pelnu dienas dievkalpojums
ar dievgaldu, plkst. 10.00,
Deziure: permd. Artiirs
Ziemelis; dr. loc. Andris
Karklins; kasieris: Vilma
Bolsteina
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Diena, datums

Dievkalpojumi, laiks

Pasakumi

Piektdien, 8. marta,

plkst. 11.00,

meditacijas, ligSanas grupa
“Aka”.

Svétdien, 10. marta,

Ciesanu laika pirmas
svétdienas dievkalpojums,
plkst. 10:00,

Dezire: permd. Métra
Krautmane; dr. loc. Shelly
Kengis; kasieris: Métra
Krautmane.

Sadraudzibas stunda
nenotiek. Visi laipni aicinati
uz Kalamazu latviesu skolas
Draudziga aicinajuma
sartkojumu.

Svetdien, 17. marta,

CieSanu laika otras svétdienas
dievkalpojums, plkst 10.00,
Dezire: permd. Edvins
Melbardis; dr. loc. Imants
Minka; kasieris: Dzintars
Abuls.

kafijas sadraudzibas stunda.
Pie mums ciemosies gramatu
autore un esejiste Kristine
Muciniece no Latvijas.

TreSdien, 20. marta,

plkst. 11:00,

Bibeles stunda Kalamazu,

Svetdien, 24. marta
Sunday, March 24

Ciesanu laika tresas
svétdienas dievkalpojums
anglu valoda, plkst. 10.00,
Third Sunday in Lent service
in English, 10 a.m.,

Dezire: permd. Arnis
Kengis; dr. loc. Janis Pone
un Aira Lielzuika; kasieris:
Dzintars Gendrikovs.

kafijas sadraudzibas stunda.
fellowship.

Svétdien, 31. marta

CieSanu laika ceturtas
svetdienas dievkalpojums ar
dievgalsu, plkst. 10.00
Deziire: permd. Roberts
Kengis; dr. loc. Sallija
Smite; kasieris: Vilma
BolSteina.

kafijas sadraudzibas stunda.
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Izgreznosim musu dievnamu Kristus dzimsanas svetku
dievkalpojumam (24. decembr) ar Ziemassvetku pukém
(poinsetiam). L0dzu, atnesiet jusu puku ziedojumu uz dievnamu
NE VELAK k& svétdien, 16. decembrii un nododiet to

dezirejosam perminderim jeb draudzes valdes loceklim.
Neaizmirstiet panemt savas pukes pec dievkalpojuma. Cita
iespéja: Sallija Smite un Gunta Turka ir pieteikusas savakt
ziedojumus no draudzes locekliem, kam gruti iegadaties pukes
pasiem, un pukes iegadaties vinu vieta.

B
A) o) A}

Please help decorate the church for Christmas Eve service
(December 24) with poinsettia plants. Bring your donated
plant(s) to the church NO LATER than Sunday, December 18
and give it/them to the church elder or Board member on duty
that Sunday. Don’'t forget to take your plant(s) with you when
you leave the service on Christmas Eve. Another option is to give
a donation for flowers (any amount) to Sallija Smits or Gunta
Turka, who will purchase flowers on behalf of congregation
members.

Draudzes damu komiteja/Womens' Auxiliary
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